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Rochester, NY  
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  Rev. Nancy Leport 
Interim Minister 

   Email: 

baptempl@baptempl.org 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

The following came across my desk and I must say I think it is one of the best 

Christmas letters I have ever read.  I’m sharing it with you because it gets to the 

heart of the matter for 21st century American Christians.   

May Christmas be a blessing of great joy to you and yours.    

Dear Children,  
 

It has come to my attention that many of you are upset that folks are taking 

My name out of the season.  
 

Maybe youõve forgotten t hat I wasnõt actually born during this tie of the 

year and that It was some of your predecessors who decided to celebrate My 

birthday on what was actually a time of pagan festival.  
 

Although I do appreciate being remembered anytime.  
 

How I personally feel about this celebration can probably be most easily un-

derstood by those of you who have been blessed with children of your own.  
 

I donõt care what you call the day.  If you want to celebrate My birth, just 

GET ALONG AND LOVE ONE ANOTHER.  
 

Now, having said that let Me go on.  If it bothers  you that the town in which 

you live doesnõt allow a scene depicting My birth, then just get rid of a couple 

of Santas and snowmen and put in a small Nativity scene on your own front 

lawn. 
 

If all my followers did that there wouldnõt be any need for such a scene on 

the town square because there would be many of them all around town.  
 

Stop worrying about the fact that people are calling the tree a holiday tree, 

instead of a Christmas tree.  It was I who made all trees.  You can remember 

Me anytime you see any tree. Decorate a grape vine if you wish:  
 

I actually spoke of that one in a teaching, explaining who I am in relation to 

you and what each of our tasks were.  If you have forgotten that one, look up 

John 15:1-8. 
 

If you want to give Me a present in remembrance of My birth here is my wish 

list.  Choose something from it:  
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1.  Instead of writing protest letters objecting to the way My birthday is being celebrated, write let-

ters of love and hope to soldiers away from home.  They are terribly afraid and lonely this time of 

year.  I know, they tell Me all the time.  
 

2. Visit someone in a nursing home.  You donõt have to know them personally.  They just need to know 

that someone cares about them.  
 

3. Instead of writing Barak complaining about the working on the cards his staff sent out this year, 

why donõt you write and tell him that youõll be praying for him and his family this year.  Then follow 

up.  It will be nice hearing from you again.  
 

4. Instead of giving your children a lot of gifts you canõt afford and they donõt need, spend time with 

them.  Tell them the story of My birth, and why I came to live with you down here.  Hold them in 

your arms and remind them that I love them.  
 

5.  Pick someone that has hurt you in the past and forgive him or her.  
 

6. Did you know that someone in your town will attempt to take their own life this season because 

they feel so alone and hopeless?  Since you donõt know who that person is, try giving everyone  you 

meet a warm smile; it could make the difference.  
 

7. Instead of nit picking about what the retailer in your town calls the holiday, be patient with the 

people who work there.  Give them a warm smile and a kind word.  Even if they arenõt allowed to 

wish you a ôMerry Christmasõ that doesnõt keep you from wishing them one.  Then stop shopping 

there on Sunday.  If the store didn't make so much money on that day theyõd close and let their 

employees spend the day at home with their families.  
 

8. If you really want to make a difference, support a missionary ñ especially one who takes My love 

and Good News to those who have never heard My name.  
 

9. Hereõs a good one.  There are individuals and whole families in your town who not only will have no 

ôChristmasõ tree, but neither will they have any presents to give or receive.  If you donõt know 

them, buy some food and a few gifts and give them to the Salvation Army or some other charity 

which believes in Me and they will make the delivery for you.  
 

10. Finally, if you want to make a statement about your belief in and loyalty to Me, then behave like a 

Christian.  Donõt do things in secret that you wouldnõt do in My presence.  Let people know by your 

actions that you are one of mine.  
 

Donõt forget; I am God and can take care of Myself.  Just love Me and do what I have told you to do.  

Iõll take care of all the rest.  Check out the list above and get to work; time is short.  Iõll help you, but 

the ball is now in your court.  And do have a most blessed Christmas with all those whom you .love and 

remember:  
 

I LOVE YOU, JESUS  

 

In Christ’s service, 

Nancy  

Pastor Nancy 
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December  
   

11 Ed Parks 

26 Joanne Vane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday Breakfast  

December 4th at 8:45 am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office Closed 

Monday December 26th 

 

The deadline for  

submitting  materials for 

publication in the Temple 

Topics for January is  

December 16th.  All  

articles must be turned in 

to the office by this day !!  

*               *               *               *               *               *               * 

RAIHN news  
"Solve your holiday shopping challenges!   

Shop til You Drop on Monday, November 28th 

from 6-9 PM at Pittsford Plaza.  Remember to tell 

them that you are there to support RAIHN and 

they will donate between 10% to 20% of their evening sales. 

 

Participating stores are:  
Stefan Otter-a fine arts jeweler  
One World Goods-a fair trade gift store; 
Hobby House Toys-unique toys and games for all 
ages; 
Irish and Celtic Imports-Authentic Celtic and  
claddagh jewelry, clothing and gifts. 
The RAIHN blue umbrellas will be available  
outside each of these stores to purchase! 

 

RAIHN week at Asbury is Sunday, Dec. 4 through Sunday, Dec. 11. 
Lately the guest list each week has been at capacity: 4 families, 15 peo-
ple. Asburyôs coordinators count on The Baptist Temple to help fill the 
time spots. The overnight shift, a few hours of hospitality, helping to pre-
pare and/or serve a meal, and contributing funds are some of the ways 
we can support this ministry. See Rod or Marilyn. 

Texts and Titles December 2011 
 

First Sunday of Advent  Wait 

November 27              Lamentations 3.25-26 

    Matthew 9.20 
 

Second Sunday of Advent Prepare 

December 4   Isaiah 35.3-4 

    Mark 2.1-12 
 

Third Sunday of Advent Witness 

December 11              Psalm 71.16-17 

    Luke 1.57-62 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent Let It Be 

December 18              Luke 1.26-38 
 

Christmas Eve Candle Lighting Service 

               Bring your gift for Cameron Community Ministry 

    December 24 @ 5:00 pm Music, The Christmas Story, Candles and Joy 

 

Christmas Day Worship Come, join us around the fireplace for a cozy time 

of sharing the gifts of God. 

   December 25 @ 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall 
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I wanted to thank you for having me  speak this past Sunday. - I really enjoyed hearing 
the  music too! Thank you for the faithful support from your church to Cameron.  

  

Cindy Harper, Executive Director  

Cameron Community Ministries  

Thank you very much for your support of our programs.  Your contribution was gratefully 

received.  Gifts like yours allow us to continue to serve our neighbors in need.   

Here at Cameron we have been chosen to be a new distribution site for Foodlink’s surplus produce.  Each 

week they receive truckloads of produce from grocers that who won’t be able to sell it before it passes the 

verge of ripeness.  Foodlink selects agencies in each neighborhood that have the ability to package and give 

away the food to those in need.   

On Thursday, the truck arrived and the live went smoothly and in the end we got fresh fruit and veggies into 

the hands of more than 180 families with more than 425 individuals!  When it was over, there was still 

enough to share with the families of kids in our youth program, our kitchen DSS workers, and plenty left for 

salads and stir fry ingredients for our lunchtime meals this week. 

Foodlink has recognized us as a critical presence in this underserved part of the city and will continue this 

program through the winter.  We are really blessed with the bounty of harvest! 

Thank you again for your gift.  Whether it is dedicated to our playground or for daily support, you help us 

make Cameron a stable presence in the Lyell Avenue community. 

*               *               *               *               *               *               * 

*               *               *               *               *               *               * 

For 100 years, Fairport Baptist Homes has been true to its credo of “serving 

the aging who shaped our heritage.” 

Full partners in support of that sacred mission have been American Baptist 

Churches, and their commitment has been crucial to the way we carry out 

our task as we heed the call to “embody God’s love in word and deed.” 

We are most appreciative of your contribution and Fairport Baptist Homes 

pledges to you that we will do all in our power to use your gift wisely and  

         well for the benefit of our Residents. 

Dear Partners in Ministry: 

 

Thank you for your financial contribution toward flood relief efforts in New York State.  

Your generosity has made a difference.  Through your gift and others, funds totaling 

$16,300 have gone to Duanesburg-Florida Baptist Church, Delanson, Central Baptist 

Church, Greene, Frist Baptist Church Church, Waverly and First Baptist Church Owego. 

 

Thank you for your prayers, your partnership, and your financial support. 

Thankfully in Christ, Mary L. Schwarz  Administrative Assistant 
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*               *               *               *               *               *               * 

I want to thank my Baptist Temple family for all their prayers, cards and 

good wishes around my hip replacement surgery.  I feel truly blessed to 

have all of you and to have had such a smooth recovery.  Carol Kenyon 

There is just one more week until we will be boxing and shipping the  

mittens, gloves scarves and hats to the children at Lotts Creek School in 

Kentucky.  So if you have not added to the tree and wish to, there is a  

December 4 deadline.  Carol K  

*               *               *               *               *               *               * 

ALL GOOD GIFTS  

 

The gift of God in Jesus and the gifts Jesus gave and the gifts we use to be a witness to 
Jesus will be the focus of her messages each week through stories in The Baptist      
Temple Stretch and her sermons and scripture during Advent.  Pastor Nancy will focus 
on the following themes, and scriptures each week.  

 

Week One:  WAITñScripture:  Lamentations 3.25 -26 and Matthew 9.20  

Week Two:  PREPARE - Scripture:  Isaiah 35.3 -4 and Mark 2.1 -12 

Week Three:  WITNESS -Scripture:  Psalm 72.26 -17 and Luke1.57 -62 

Week Four:  LET IT BE ðScripture: Luke 1.26 -38 

 

Advent will bring to us some traditional elements like the Advent Candle Wreath, the Mit-
ten Tree and the Chrismon Tree.  

On November 27th we will celebrate the start of Advent with the Hanging of the Greens.   

Other special Advent events will include special music, a presentation by the young peo-
ple in our church; Christmas Eve @ 5:00 pm and a very special Christmas Fellowship 
Worship on Christmas Morning around the fireplace.  

 

Pastor Nancy's messages, as always, will be enlightening and inspiring as will the music.  

 

See you in worship.  

 

Church Life  
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First Sunday of Advent November 27th - Hanging of the Greens 

Second Sunday of Advent December 4th - Family Breakfast 

Third Sunday of Advent December 11th - Decorating Fellowship Hall Tree 

Fourth Sunday of Advent December 18th - Caroling 

Christmas Eve Service - December 24th at 5:00 pm 

Christmas Day—December 25th at 10:00 am in front of the fire 

Hello Everyone!!! 
Jose and I want to invite you all to our three recitals. 
We are moving to New York City December 12th 
looking forward to develop ourselves and our       
careers in that huge city, so those recitals are going 
to be our "Good bye" (although we'll be coming back 
soon to see you guys). 
  
Dates are: 
- December 2nd. 7 pm. -> Shewan Recital Hall, 
Roberts Wesleyan College 
- December 3rd. 7 pm. -> The Baptist Temple (1101 
Clover St. Rochester NY 14610) 
- December 10th. 7 pm. -> St. Januarius Church in 
Naples NY (180 North Main Street Naples, NY 
14512) 
  
The recitals are FREE to the public, but at the end 
of them if you would like to, you can give a donation 
for our trip, only if you want to. 
  
Thank you so much for your attention! We look 
so forward to see you there. 

*               *               *               *               *               *               * 

As in the past years, we offer you the opportunity to place a poinsettia in the  

sanctuary in honor or memory of a loved one or just for your own enjoyment.  

Please complete the form available in worship, and either mail it to the church 

office by Sunday, December 11th or place it in the offering plate. No late  

orders can be taken.    

      A full display will be in the sanctuary for Sunday, December 18 


